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The Academic 
Language Therapy 

Association 

Establishes, maintains, and promotes the professional standard of education, 
practice, and conduct for Certified Academic Language Therapists (CALT), and 
Certified Academic Language Practitioners (CALP), as well as the Instructors of 
therapists and practitioners.  

President’s Address 
The ALTA Board of Directors engaged in a Strategic planning event last September at  
Middle Tennessee State University.  Since then, the Board has worked steadily to follow up on  
the results of that deliberative process.  Four key areas were targeted to address: ALTA’s  
Mission, Internal Structure, Marketing, and Financial Planning.   
 

Our Internal Structure Task Force addressed many areas, including the challenges of a  
growing organization.  ALTA membership continues to expand in numbers and regions, so our  
need for a growth-oriented management firm to optimize our potential was thoroughly studied  
and presented to the Board.  As a result of that process, the ALTA Board selected Stansfeld LLC,  
in Austin, Texas to represent our association.  Since early June, Stansfeld’s team has been  
working diligently with our former management company, Madcrouch Associates, Inc. and  
webmaster Don Dinnerville, to learn ALTA’s organizational structure and to conduct a 90-day  
smooth transition of all ALTA functions from Dallas to Austin. 
 

Another strategic planning goal is to modernize ALTA’s infrastructure in order to streamline  
and improve membership services. So far over 25 boxes of ALTA’s paper records and Board  
historical programs and binders have been reviewed by ALTA Board volunteers, organized and  
digitally archived by Stansfeld.  The ICALP and QI application process no longer requires the  
applicant to send a Binder to the ALTA office.  The very same documents are still required, but  
now they are electronically uploaded to our site and shared online with the ALTA  
Registration/Certifying committee for review. 
 

Additional ALTA initiatives include but are not limited to: forming a new Legislative  
Committee, continued ALTA Chapter growth, regional professional development opportunities,  
and mentoring future ALTA leadership.    
 

We are confident Stansfeld’s team will aid the Board to achieve our strategically planned  
vision by taking the ALTA organization to the next level, as we continue to serve the dyslexic  
community with the highest standards of instruction.   
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Academic Language 
Therapy 

Is the professional diagnostic and prescriptive application of Multisensory 
Structured Language, to mitigate and remediate written-language disorders, 
including dyslexia.  

ALTA Joins National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities 
Lynn Fitzhugh, Joyce Pickering, and Vicki King 
 

In April 2019, the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD) welcomed the  
Academic Language Therapy Association as its 12th and newest member organization. A  
certificate of membership was presented by ALTA member and NJCLD Chairperson Elsa  
Cardenas Hagan to ALTA President Jean Colner and President-Elect 
Lynne Fitzhugh during ALTA’s 2019 Annual Conference in San Antonio.  
  

“The National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD) is pleased to announce that  
ALTA will join us in our efforts to support individuals with learning disabilities,” commented  
Cardenas Hagan. “We are certain ALTA will be a significant contributor to the mission of  
NJCLD.”   
  

The mission of the NJCLD is to provide multi-organizational leadership and resources to  
optimize outcomes nationwide for individuals with learning disabilities. The NJCLD works to  
identify and address needs in research, policy and professional education and development  
related to learning disabilities.  
  

“ALTA is happy to announce the appointment of the following representatives to the NJCLD:  
Lynne Fitzhugh (Colorado Springs, CO), Vicki King (Little Rock, AR) and Joyce Pickering 
(Dallas, Texas),” reported ALTA President Jean Colner of Ohio. “We know ALTA will be well-
represented by the breadth of knowledge and expertise of these individuals.”   
  

ALTA’s representatives will attend the NJCLD Fall meeting held September 7th through 9th in  
Rockville, MD, at the headquarters of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association  
(ASHA).  
   

“It’s an honor for ALTA to be invited by the NJCLD to join in this important work,” commented  
Fitzhugh. “It’s promising to see such respected organizations come together for the good of  
individuals who struggle with disabilities, including learning disabilities like dyslexia.”  
 
 
 
 
 

 

     
 

Elsa Cardenas-Hagan (NJCLD Chair) | email: elsa.hagan@times.uh.edu 
Stan Dublinske (NJCLD Secretary/ Treasurer) | email: standub@comcast.net 

Member Spotlight 
Dr. Joyce S. Pickering, a 40-year Montessorian, speech and hearing pathologist, and learning disabilities specialist who has 
devoted her life to addressing the needs of students with learning differences. 
 

Joyce is Executive Director Emerita of Shelton School &Evaluation Center in Dallas, Texas, theworld’s largest 
independent school for intelligent children with learning differences. Joyce is the 2013 Living Legacy Recipient for American 
Montessori Society (AMS) as well as Past President of AMS Board of Directors and an 
active member of several AMS committees. MACTE (Montessori Accreditation Council for 
Teacher Education) awarded the Wisdom of the Elders award to Joyce in 2015. ALTA 
(Academic Language Therapy Association) awarded Joyce the 2019 Luke Waites ALTA 
Award of Service. She is an adjunct professor at Dallas Baptist University, a clinical assistant 
professor at The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, and a committee member 
for accreditation of the International Multisensory Structured Language Education Council 
(IMSLEC). Joyce travels the world to present classes and keynote speeches about Montessori 
education and how to meet the needs of learning-different students.  Joyce is married to Dr. 
Robert Pickering, a former AMS president. She has five children and 13 grandchildren. 
   

JOYCE S. PICKERING, HUM. D., M.A. SLP/CCC, CALT, QI, AMS/EC, jpickering@shelton.org  
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ALTA on Capitol Hill, Washington D.C. 
    Susan Louchen, CALT (VA), Linda Gladden, CALT, Legislative Committee  

    Co-Chair (TX), Marilyn Mathis, CALT-QI (PA) 
     

In July, as delegates of the Academic Language Therapy Association, we combined participation 
in a family friendly #SayDyslexia rally on the Capitol lawn in Washington D.C., with a couple 
days of scheduled visits with legislators and other dyslexia education leaders.   
An overriding refrain at the #SayDyslexia gathering was the need for effective teacher training and 
ALTA Pennsylvania Chapter President Marilyn Mathis, CALT-QI was there able to share 
materials about the new national opportunity for a Master’s Degree in Special 
Education or Reading, through the partnership between Kings College, ALTA, and IMSLEC.  
It was a privilege to meet with Congressional leaders Senator Bill Cassidy (Louisiana), 
and Representative Bruce Westerman (Arkansas) and their staffs in their Capitol Hill offices. Rep. 
Westerman is the current Co-chair and Sen. Cassidy a former Co-chair of the Congressional 
Dyslexia Caucus, which fosters bipartisan efforts for advancing research and services related to 
dyslexia. They both have led significant efforts on behalf of struggling students, and shared with 
us insights into both national, and state level efforts.         
In addition, we were able to meet with Laura Cassidy, MD, Director of the Louisiana Key 
Academy, to learn of a charter school model which is effectively serving many students with 
dyslexia. The Academy is currently undergoing the IMSLEC accreditation process, 
has Certified Academic Language Therapists on staff, and has been contributing data to 
researchers that documents the effectiveness of Multisensory Structured Language Therapy and 
the CALTs that provide those services.  
ALTA supports and congratulates Sen. Cassidy and Rep. Westerman for their leadership in 
bringing about public awareness of the importance of early screening and intervention for children 
who are struggling to learn to read.  We left Washington DC feeling in very good hands with Sen. 
Cassidy and Rep Western leading the charge for the cause of dyslexia on Capitol Hill.     

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For More Information  

Visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/RepWesterman/videos/1263284650512477/UzpfSTE4ODA0
OTM/  
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/.../cassidy-criticizes-academic-integrity-of-n... 
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/…/cassidy-announces-dyslexia… 
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King’s College offers M.Ed. in Reading or 
SPED with Dyslexia Specialization 
Prerequisite: Enrollement in IMSLEC Accredited Orton-
Gillingham Course 

 

  Earn 6 graduate credits for each academic year of International 
Multisensory Structured Language Education Council (imslec.org)  
accredited Orton-Gillingham coursework through King’s College. 
 

First year – Enroll in EDUC 800 for the Fall semester and EDUC 801  
for the Spring semester. Successful completion of both courses may  
lead to Teacher Level Certification in an IMSLEC accredited Orton- 
Gillingham course and eligibility to become nationally certified by the

 Academic Language Therapy Association (ALTAread.org).  
 

Second year – Enroll in EDUC 802 for the Fall semester and EDUC  
            803 for the Spring semester. Successful completion of these courses  
            may lead to Advanced or Therapy Level Certification from the 
            IMSLEC training program. 

 
  
  

Course 
Number 

King’s 
Course 
Name 

Term 

EDUC 
800 

Orton-
Gillingham 
Initial - 1 

Fall Semester  

EDUC 
801  

Orton-
Gillingham 
Initial - 2 

Spring Semester 

EDUC 
802 

Orton-
Gillingham 
Advanced- 1 

Fall Semester 

EDUC 
803 

Orton-
Gillingham 
Advanced – 
2 

Spring Semester 

Boon Scholarship is a 501c(3) public charity, 
dedicated to funding teacher training inexplicit, 
structured, multi-sensory reading instruction 
methods on an annual basis. Boon Philanthropy 
recognizes the leadership of the Academic 
Language Therapy Association in setting and 
maintaining the high standards of professional 
therapists that ensure effective services for those 
with dyslexia and related conditions.  

 
How to register: Contact the Graduate Office at (570) 
208.5991 or register online at 
www.kings.edu/OGregistration 
 
Cost: $373.00/credit or $1,119.00/course plus $85.00 
general college fee per semester.  
 
Tuition Deferment Program: King’s offers a tuition 
deferment program for teachers who qualify for tuition 
reimbursement through their district. To enroll, complete 
the tuition deferment form found on the 
www.kings./edu/OGregistration web page.  
 
Questions: Contact the King’s College Office of Graduate 
Admission at (570) 208-5991 or gradprograms@kings.edu 
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PROFESSIONAL LIABLITY 
INSURANCE: NEW OPTION!  
Susan Louchen 
 

If you are a Certified Academic Language Therapist 
(CALT), a "teacher/tutor" policy or a policy written 
for another discipline may not provide adequate 
liability coverage. A professional liability policy for 
the Certified Academic Language Therapist is 
available from www.CMFgroup.com. CM&F 
Group has been insuring professionals for 100 
years, and has a Better Business Bureau rating of 
A+. Their national policies enable them to offer 
coverage in all 50 states and Washington D.C. The 
policies are "portable", so that you remain insured 
even if you move, or work across state lines. If you 
are a Certified Academic Language Therapist, this 
is the appropriate level of professional liability 
insurance. If you are a Trainee Affiliate or certified 
at the Practitioner level (TA, CALP), a teacher/tutor 
liability policy is available from FORREST T 
JONES. www.FTJ.com. On their home page, left 
column under "Associations", select EDUCATION, 
then select ALTA/Academic Language Therapy 
Association, then enter your zip code. If you are the 
owner of a group practice, contact your 
representative at these companies regarding group 
policy rates. 
 
BBB Link:  
 

https://www.bbb.org/us/ny/new-
york/profile/insurance-companies/cmf-group-inc-
0121-1465#overview  
 

CMF Group Link:  
 

https://www.cmfgroup.com/individual-
insurance/#/category 
 
 

Course Descriptions 
 
 

EDUC 800: Orton-Gillingham Initial Course 1 and Initial 
Practicum 1 

 
 

Initial Course 1 will consist of Lecture hours to develop an 
understanding of dyslexia and the Orton-Gillingham remediation 
approach. Participants will learn the research, history, definition, 
and characteristics of dyslexia, as well as effective remediation 
techniques using a systematic multi-sensory approach. A 
simultaneous Supervised Practicum composed of two teaching 
situations in 1-1 or small group situation will be required. 
Completion of this course lecture with practicum may lead to 
Initial Course 2: EDUC 801. 
 
 

EDUC 801: Orton-Gillingham Initial Course 2 and Initial 
Practicum 2 

 
 

 

Initial Course 2 will consist of Lecture hours to address a 
continuation of the structure of the English language with 
emphasis on morphology, orthography and multi-syllabic words 
and upper level principles of instruction with students. 
Continuation of the simultaneous Supervised Practicum with 
two teaching situations (1-1 or small group), using the techniques 
taught during the lectures, will be required. Completion of course 
lecture hours of (Course 1 and 2 combined) and a practicum 
experience (Practicum 1 and 2 combined) may lead to Teacher 
Level Certification in an IMSLEC Accredited Orton-Gillingham 
course. 
 

EDUC 802: Orton-Gillingham Advanced Course 1 and 
Advanced Practicum 1 

 
 

Prerequisite Courses: Candidates must be certified in an 
IMSLEC accredited Teacher Level Training Orton-Gillingham 
course (EDUC 800 and EDUC 801). 
 

Advanced Course 1 will consist of Lecture hours with an 
emphasis on a deeper understanding of the upper levels 3, 4, and 5 
of Orton-Gillingham. Course topics will include morphology, 
capital cursive, grammar, paragraph writing skills, reading fluency 
and comprehension. A simultaneous Supervised Practicum, 
composed of two teaching situations (1-1 and small group) with 
students, will be required. At least one of the teaching situations 
must be in the upper levels of OG. Completion of this course 
lecture with practicum may lead to Advanced Course 3: EDUC 
803. 
 
 

EDUC 803: Orton-Gillingham Advanced Course 2 and 
Advanced Practicum 2 

 
 

Advanced Course 2 will consist of Lecture hours with a 
continued emphasis on a deeper understanding of the upper levels 
of Orton-Gillingham and of basic written English language, 
phonology, morphology and orthography. Continuation of the 
simultaneous Supervised Practicum with two teaching situations 
(1-1 or small group), using the techniques taught during the 
lectures, will be required. Completion of course lecture hours in 
Advanced 1 and 2 and practicum experience in Practicum 2 and 3 
combined may lead to Advanced Certification in an IMSLEC 
Accredited Orton-Gillingham program. 
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King’s College M.Ed. Cont. 

BEGINNING FALL 2019 
Combine the 4 face-to-face Orton-Gillingham courses (EDUC 801, 802, 803, 804) with 6 additional ONLINE required graduate 
courses to complete your Master of Education in Special Education: 
 

COURSE  

NUMBER 

COURSE NAME CORE/ 

SPECIALIZATION 

CREDITS 

EDUC 801 OG Initial Course 1 and Practicum 1 Dyslexia Specialization 3 

EDUC 802 OG Initial Course 2 and Practicum 2 Dyslexia Specialization 3 

EDUC 803 OG Advanced Course 1 and Practicum 1 Dyslexia Specialization 3 

EDUC 804 OG Advanced Course 2 and Practicum 2 Dyslexia Specialization 3 

EDUC 590 Practical Research for Educators Core 3 

EDUC 720 Special Education School Law and Regulations  Dyslexia Specialization 3 

EDUC 770 Special Education Master’s Capstone Project (prerequisite: Educ 590) Core 3 

EDUC ____ Elective (from Reading or SPED programs) Elective 3 

EDUC ____ Elective (from Reading or SPED programs) Elective 3 

EDUC ____ Elective (from Reading or SPED programs) Elective 3 
     

TOTAL CREDITS 
 

30 
    

 

A Message to our Trainee 
Members 

 
 
  

Dear Trainee Affiliate member, 
  

We are very pleased you have decided to join our ALTA family.  There 
are many benefits of belonging to this professional community and you will be 
counted as one of many prestigious members. Being an ALTA member will 
grant you opportunities for networking, continued education, legislative support 
as well as being credentialed with the highest professional standards in our field.  
Welcome. 

 

- Christina J. Fry M. Ed., LDT, CALT, ALTA Vice President, 
Membership 
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Chapter News 
Kara Lee, Chapter Chair 
 

HUGE thank you to the leadership of 
our 13 ALTA Chapters. These 
volunteers play a crucial role in 
advocating for ALTA members and 
the clients they serve by organizing 
professional development 
opportunities, drafting legislation, and 
so much more! If you’d like to get 
involved contact your state or regional 
Chapter. 
 

Virginia Chapter News 
 

At the 2019 Spring meeting of the ALTA 
Virginia Chapter, new officers were elected:  
 

Liz Gordon, CALT – President  
Samantha Bailes, CALT – President Elect 
Erin Cole, CALT - Vice President  
Jennifer Appleton, CALT – Secretary  
 

Virginia Chapter President Liz Gordon 
welcomed new members and discussed a 
reading recommendation: “The Self Driven 
Child” by William Stixrud & Ned Johnson. 
Past President, Christina Seabold Fox, CALT presented on the Comprehensive Test of 
Phonological Processing/CTOPP - it's purpose, administration, and application. She also 
provided demonstration of language activities to help strengthen Rapid Automatic 
Naming. Then, Maura Locke, CALT--who had demonstrated the PEARL/Predictive Early 
Assessment of Reading and Language in 2018 -- shared about her experience of the 
predictive value of the PEARL with data from its use in her school.  
 

Samantha Bailes and Erin Cole represented the ALTA Virginia Chapter at a dyslexia-
centered community event with an interactive display, members' business cards, 
information, and answered parent questions. Several chapters members are active as 
practicum Supervisors and were support staff for the Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia 
Education Center's summer therapist training intensive.  
 

Recently, Susan Louchen, CALT participated in the 
July #SayDyslexia rally in Washington D.C. She then 
joined other ALTA delegates in meetings with 
Congressional representatives on Capitol Hill.  
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Name Contact Person Email 
Alabama Chapter Claire Waldrop 

 
Valorie29@hotmail.com 

Arkansas Chapter Patricia Elkins 
 

Alta.arkansas@gmail.com 

Illinois Chapter Tara Chapman 
 

altaillinois@gmail.com 

Kansas Chapter Tammy Kofford 
 

altakansaschapter@gmail.com 

Louisiana Chapter Kayla Reggio 
 

kreggio@dyslexia1n5.com 

Mississippi Chapter Kate Sistrunk 
 

kateistrunk@yahoo.com 

New York Chapter Desiree Hunerberg 
 

dsedee@yahoo.com 

North Carolina Chapter Rachel Ward 
 

wardrachel@outlook.com 

Ohio Chapter Kara Lee 
 

altaohiochapter@gmail.com 

Pennsylvania Chapter Marilyn Mathis 
 

Marilynmathis1219@gmail.com 

Rocky Mountain Chapter Michelle Qazi 
 

Michelleqazi11@gmail.com 

Texas Chapter Libby Grafa 
 

libbygrafa@hotmail.com 

Virginia Chapter Elizabeth Gordon 
 

liz@smartcookiereading.com 
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ALTA Conference 2019 
Michelle Qazi 
 

The Spring 2019 ALTA national conference was sold out!  Our conference was on the river walk in 
San Antonio, TX during Fiesta Week.  We had approximately 400 attendees who learned all about 
evaluation of and therapy best practices for those with language-based learning disabilities.  The 
conference kicked off with Dr. Elsa Cardenas-Hagan incredible mind in the field of dyslexia as well 
as English language learners.  Conference attendees continued to hear about controversial therapies 
and how to spot them from Dr. Jeff Black.  Saturday was filled with practical ideas from Dr. David 
Kilpatrick.  We also heard from Sherrill Boon of Boon Philanthropy who has been incredibly generous in  
funding training scholarships to make ALTA certified training available to many.  Exhibitors were sprinkled through the conference to 
continue providing resources and ideas to help all learn to read and spell without frustration.  If you were unable to attend in person, 
videos of presentations are available for a fee in the conference videos dating back to 2016 section of www.Altaread.org. The videos 
count towards contact hours for membership renewal.  
 

Congratulations to the following award recipients:  
Linda Gladden, Jamie G. Williams, ALTA Founders Award  
Kathleen Carlson, Aylett R. Cox, ALTA Educator Award  
Joyce Pickering, Luke Waites, ALTA Award of Service’s Award  
Jo Ann Handy, ALTA President’s Award for Distinguished Service  
Susan Louchen, ALTA President Elect’s Award for Distinguished Service by a New Member  
 

Congratulations to (name of ALTA member) who won Flyleaf Publishing materials! 
 

The 2020 conference will be in Colorado Springs Co. the week of April 30-May 3rd with pre/post conference opportunities.  It will be 
held at the Cheyenne Mountain Resort, an incredible setting with breathtaking views of the Rocky Mountains.  The focus this year 
will be on writing, both research and practice of handwriting as well as the writing process for those affected by dyslexia and/or 
dysgraphia.  For the first time ever, there will be poster presentations of research and successful techniques for remediation.  Stay 
tuned for submission dates and applications if you would like to present a poster.  We look forward to seeing you in Colorado! 
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Upcoming Events 
The Academic Language Therapy Association is a founding member of the 
Alliance for Dyslexia Specialists. This year, the Alliance member 
organizations are hosting a joint conference on September 27-28, in 
Charlotte NC. Among the featured speakers will be ALTA members 
addressing the following topics:  
 
Keeping a Parent Meeting Calm Using the Alphabet: LMNOP - the most 
difficult portion to say in the alphabet, the easiest way to gain understanding 
with parents- by Michele M. Johnson, M.A., CALP, Center Director, 
Children's Dyslexia Center, So. Ill. #092 
 
Early Diagnosis and Intervention and Its Relationship to Oral Language 
Development- by Joyce Pickering, Hum. D., M.A. SLP/CCC, CALT-QI, 
AMS/EC  
 
Brain 101: A Crash Course in the Neuroscience of Reading Development 
and Instruction-by Tim Odegard, Ph.D., CALP  
Dyslexia: What do we Really Know and What do we Need to Know to 
Intervene- by Tim Odegard, Ph.D., CALP  
 
Evoking Reading Automaticity: Neurophysiological evidence of 
Phonological-Orthographic Feature Integration-by Anna E. Middleton, 
Ph.D., CALT, Research Scientist with Luke Waites Center for Dyslexia and 
Learning Disorders  
 
The conference includes ALTA CEU contact hours, breakfast, lunch, and T-
shirt: Register 

Congratulations to those who have recently achieved the prestigious 
advanced distinction of Qualified Instructor of Certified Academic 
Language Therapists and Practitioners, including: 
 

Carin Illig, CALT-QI (FL) 
Elaine Bowersock, CALT-QI (TX) 
Debra Scott, CALT-QI (TX) 
Kimberly Wilson, CALT-QI (TX) 
Brenda Nahlen, CALT-QI (AR) 
Kari Steward, CALT-QI (TX) 
David Hanson, CALT-QI (AR) 
Janie Harvey, CALT-QI (CO) 
Jodi Champagne, CALT-QI (CO) 
Kris Smith, CALT-QI (TX) 
Cathy Youngblood, CALT-QI (TX) 
Jacqueline Valadez, CALT-QI (TX) 
Rebekah Hightower, CALT-QI (NC) 
 

Contact: Arianna Vassallo, Account Manager 
 

Phone: 512.851.1411 x 106 
 

Fax: 512.851.1433 
 

Email: office@altaread.org 
 

Address: 7310 Manchaca Road, PO Box 
#152075, Austin, TX 78715 


